Mary Rose Gressett
April 8, 1923 - October 9, 2020

Mary Rose Gressett, who loved to be called “Mary Rose”, grew her well deserved hot pink
Angel wings and flew away to Heaven on October 9, 2020.
Mary Rose was born in Norwich, Connecticut on April 8, 1923 to Filomena Malerba and
Cataldo Strippoli, both immigrants from Italy.
Mary Rose had the biggest, kindest and most compassionate and generous heart. She
only saw the best in people, forgave easily and loved tremendously. She always had a soft
spot for children and animals and would always help those in need even when she herself
had very little. She was feisty, sassy, funny and well loved by many.
She was a loving mother to Joseph and Rina and caring stepmother to Tim, Peggy,
Richard, Michael and Jewel. She grew up in, and lived in, New York for many years before
moving to New Mexico and finally landing in San Diego, California. Even after 50 years,
that New York accent never left, especially when she got excited or mad. People could
always detect that accent!
Mary Rose worked in a factory during war time making tassels for window shades and as
a school crossing guard. She worked at a local newspaper taking ads over the phone and
as a sales associate at J.C. Penney. For many years she worked in the playroom at a
local bowling alley caring for the children during league bowling. She was also a stay at
home mom and cared for many children of friends and family members.
Her hobbies included dancing, bowling, watching John Wayne movies and eating
chocolate and ice cream. She was most proud of dancing on American Bandstand in the
early 1940’s, watching the ball drop on New Years Eve in Time Square for many years,
having the courage to move across the US from NY to CA and being a mother and
grandmother.
She is survived by her son Joe and daughter Rina, five stepchildren, thirteen
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren. Mary Rose is also survived by her sister Rina
Focareta.

Mary Rose will now be sitting in Heaven with her Mom, surrounded by many beloved pets
and having coffee, donuts and chocolate with John Wayne. See ya’ around Pilgrim!
Services will be held at Greenwood Memorial Park on October 20, 2020 at 1:00PM.
In lieu of flowers, donations to one of her favorite local animal rescues,
www.ScratchMyBelly.org can be made in her name or contributions can be made to her
GoFundMe: gofundme.com/f/Your-Loving-Support-for-Mama-Mary-Rose

Cemetery
Greenwood Memorial Park
4300 Imperial Avenue
San Diego, CA, 92113

Comments

“

Grandma Mary was my favorite, I’m sure she would be annoyed at me for calling her
cute but she really was adorable. I admired how feisty she was, I can still hear her
calling for Rina when she needed something done properly. :) I’m so lucky to have
met her and to have been part of her family.

sara - October 22, 2020 at 06:38 PM

“

“

Thank you Sara. She loved you and always liked when you would help with her eyebrows
Rina Grrssett - October 24, 2020 at 05:31 PM

Mary Rose absolutely adored caring for dogs, treating them like they were her
children and feeding them treats every chance she could get.
She thrilled and sharing her daughters passion for the care and welfare of all dogs.
In this picture her daughter Rina is reading a story to her about the rescue of a dog
and how happy the dog was to find a new home.
Mary smiled and her heart grew big when she knew that her dog found a loving
home.
Muffin found her way into Mary’s life as a small dog and ever since that day became
a vigilant guardian, sleeping with Mary every night, sitting watch outside of the
bathroom, and always keeping an eye on her.
My heart and prayers for joy and blessings go out to both her daughter Rina who
stood by her side for so many decades and that little muffin would find peace take on
the new opportunity of watching over Rina.

Bryan Tarr - October 20, 2020 at 03:48 PM

“

Thank you Bryan, she has many fond memories of you and would love when we would
practice our swing dancing in front of her, especially the Cha Cha
Bryan - October 21, 2020 at 10:48 PM

